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YOU ARE APPRECIATED! 
 

• Sharon Lasswell, Karen Endicott, Angie Wiggins, 

Sue Kinder, Jewell Wilson, Doris Heaton, Diane 

Kunkel, Sandy Burke, Charlene Vaughan, Annette 

Webb, and Ann Johnson for the homemade 

Christmas cookies and candies. Trays filled with 

these treats and the "foxes in their mailboxes" 

were given to the active teachers in appreciation 

for all they do for the children of Hamilton County. 
 

• Executive Board for attending the January meeting 

to make plans for this year's meetings/programs. 

 

2019 DUES 
 

The 2019 local dues are $5.00  Please pay at the 

March meeting or mail a check (payable to HCRTA) 

to:  Debbie Barker 

 7979 Golf Course Road 

 McLeansboro, IL 62859 
 

Thanks for your support as this is our only source of 

income. 
 

A NOTE FROM OUR PRESIDENT… 
 

Our HCRTA officers met in January to make 

plans for 2019.  Thank you to all of them 

for participating and doing such a wonderful job 

serving your organization.  It will be an exciting, fun 

year.  Plan on attending the March 21 meeting to 

hear about the plans. 

In the Governor’s State of the State address, he 

proposed short-funding the TRS, in other words, take 

a partial holiday from putting money into the system.  

Bad news for TRS and bad news for the residents of 

Illinois who will pay more money in the long run for 

having to make this up eventually.  I will find out 

more about this before the meeting or at least see 

what the Governor actually does and what the 

legislature passes. 
 

In April there will be an election for a retired TRS 

Annuitant to serve on the TRS Board.  There are two 

candidates for the position: Doug Strand and Cinda 

Klickna. Doug is endorsed and strongly recommended 

by the IRTA.  Cinda applied for endorsement but was 

not selected for a variety of reasons. The main reason 

was that she is the former IEA state president who in 

that capacity threw the retired teachers under the 

bus when she told the legislature that the retirees 

approved removing our compounded cost-of-living 

yearly raise in favor of a proposed early retirement 

scheme that she thought they could get.  It was her 

actions that led to the lawsuit that ended with a 

victory in the State Supreme Court.  I was on the 

committee that interviewed the candidates, and 

there were several instances where she lied about 

her past actions.  If you cannot remember the names, 

just remember to VOTE FOR THE MAN for the job.  I 

know it sounds sexist but she is big trouble. 

Hope to see you at the March meeting.   Doris 

Dear Hamilton Co. Retired Teachers, 
 

We, the faculty of the Hamilton County  

Junior High, would like to express our 

appreciation for your Christmas treats of 

sweets and the Fox figurines/ornaments. 

Your thoughtfulness will always be remembered. May God 

bless each and every one of you--now and always!   

Hamilton Co. Junior High Teachers 

_______________ 

 

Thank you to all who donated cookies for the active 

teachers. Generous Christmas platters were taken to all of 

the schools and the Unit Office, and all teachers received a 

fox in their mailbox.  Some of our members spent a great 

deal of time on the project of the foxes, and it was time well 

spent. By the way, the cookies were all delicious, and the 

diet was shot to pieces but it was worth it!   Doris 

NEXT MEETING: 
 

March 21 - 2 p.m. 

Laborers Union Hall 

109 W. Market 
 

Program:  Katie Karcher 

 Seasonings Bistro 
 

Refreshments: Executive Committee 
 

Door Prizes:   Ann Johnson 



focused on teachers outside the City of Chicago. 

Pritzker did propose increasing the payments to the 

Chicago Teachers’ Pension Fund.  (Springfield, 

February 20, 2019) 

 
YOUR FEBRUARY PENSION CHECK... 

 

...reflected a 3% increase over your January check. 
 

A few years ago that benefit could have been lost 

when the General Assembly passed and the Governor 

signed pension reform legislation.  IRTA fought and 

won that court case (Heaton vs. Quinn) insuring our 

constitutionally guaranteed pension benefits. 
 

Protecting our benefits is what IRTA does. Please 

consider taking $1 each month ($12/year) to join the 

IRTAPAC fund. IRTAPAC is part of an overall strategy 

to insure that our benefits, such as the 3% annual 

adjustment, continue into the future. 
 

Signing up is easy. To contribute:  fill out the form at 

www.irtaonline.org, see your local president (Doris 

Heaton), or send check to IRTAPAC, 828 S. Second St., 

4th Floor, Springfield, IL 62704.        

Ed Wollet, Chair, IRTAPAC Committee 
 
 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR... 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

March 21 HCRTA Meeting - 2 pm. 
 Laborer's Union Bldg. 
 

June 20 HCRTA Meeting - 2 pm. 
 Laborer's Union Bldg. 
 

June 26 Area 6 Leadership Training 
 Civic Center, Carbondale 
 

September  19 HCRTA Meeting - 2 pm.  
 Laborer's Union Bldg. 
 

October 14-15 IRTA Convention 
 Crowne Plaza, Springfield 
 

November  21 HCRTA Meeting - 2 pm. 
 Laborer's Union Bldg. 

2019 HCRTA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

President - Doris Heaton 
Vice President - Suzanne Scott 

Secretary - Eloise Warthen 
Treasurer - Willie Grubb 

Past President - Diane Kunkel 
 

Membership - Debbie Barker 
Legislative - Steve Lapington 

Member Benefits - Sue Kinder 
Public Relations - Diane Kunkel 

Teacher Appreciation - Ann Johnson 
Area 6 Representative - Bill Funkhouser 

Region 16 Director - Don Ostrom 

PRITZKER BUDGET PROPOSAL WILL 
COST ILLINOIS AND FUTURE 
GENERATIONS $150B MORE 

 

RETIREES IMPLORE PRITZKER TO STOP RAID OF $575M 

FOR 2019 PENSION FUND 
 

Members of the IRTA are imploring Governor J.B. 

Pritzker to cease the decades-long practice of not fully 

funding the pension systems. During his budget 

address, Governor Pritzker proposed allocating $4.237 

billion into the Illinois Teachers’ Retirement System 

(TRS), a figure $576,000,000 too short of what is 

legally and ethically required to pay for the pension 

benefits of retired teachers and current teachers. It 

will result in reduced pension payments to TRS for 

years and will generate a nearly $150 billion in 

increased costs to Illinois taxpayers, including the 

417,292 members of TRS. 
 

The IRTA does not believe the solution to the poorly 

funded pension systems is to make them more poorly 

funded and to continue the tradition that got Illinois 

in this problem in the first place. 
 

It should be noted that this pension holiday is only 

RUSSELL MCNALTY 
 

On January 30 we lost a friend and HCRTA 

member. In Russell's memory, HCRTA will 

make a donation to the IRTA Foundation, 

which awards grants to active teachers and 

scholarships to college students majoring in 

Education. Please keep Russell's wife, Sherry, and 

their children and families in your prayers. 

Smile! You May Be On Facebook!! 
 

Check out our Facebook Page:  
 

Hamilton County Retired Teachers Association 



After IRTA's May 15 deadline to receive the candidate  

questionnaires, two additional candidates submitted 

paperwork to be placed on the ballot for Governor.  

One of them is Stan McCann. The name of the second 

person was unknown at meeting time. 
 

Bill Funkhouser gave an update on several items: 

Retired teachers can now sub for 120 days or 600 

hours.  They may work more days if the subject is 

designated as a shortage area.  Health insurance is 

funded for this year.  Pensions for retirees and Tier 1 

employees cannot be touched.  This does not apply 

to insurance.  
 

TRS Board of Directors is looking for a candidate to 

replace Dan Winters who has decided not to seek re-

election.  IRTA will meet to choose their candidate for 

the position on October 11. 
 

Door prizes of covered hangers were knitted and 

donated by Diane Kunkel.  Thank you, Diane. 
 

Refreshments for the next meeting will be provided 

by Carol Brown, Jewell Wilson, Evelyn Haas, Steve 

Lappington, and Debbie Barker. 
 

A motion to adjourn was made by Annette Webb and 

seconded by Sue Kinder.  Meeting was adjourned at 

3:40 pm. 
 

Eloise Warthen, HCRTA Secretary 

HAMILTON COUNTY RETIRED TEACHERS 

ASSOCIATION MINUTES 
 

(The November 2018 meeting was canceled due to  

snow and ice. Therefore, there are no November 

minutes. However, we need to approve the minutes of 

the previous meeting (September 13, 2018.). 

 

September 13, 2018 Minutes 
 

President Doris Heaton welcomed everyone to the 

meeting, our first at the Laborers Union Hall.  The 

opening prayer was offered by Marilyn Morris. A 

moment of silence was observed for the passing of 

John Hicks and Mary Shaw.  A motion was made by 

Diane Kunkel and seconded by Sue Kinder to send a 

contribution of $10 each to the IRTA Foundation in 

remembrance of John and Mary.  Motion carried. 

Doris also welcomed Bill Funkhouser, our Area 6 

Representative. 
 

Refreshments were provided by Polly Turpen, Gayla 

Wilkerson, C. D. Kunkel, and Ann Johnson. Thank you! 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Doris 

Heaton. A motion was made by Annette Webb and 

seconded by Polly Turpen to accept the minutes of the 

previous meeting.  Motion carried. 
 

Willie Grubb, treasurer, was unable to attend; so there 

was no treasurer’s report. 
 

Beverly Stewart was recognized as a new retiree. Doris 

presented her with an IRTA briefcase.  
 

Sue Kinder reported on Member Benefits.  Diane 

Kunkel expressed thanks to Brett Templeton, 

McLeansboro Gazette editor. 
 

It was decided that again this year HCRTA will present 

gifts for active teachers on Teacher Appreciation Day 

and at Christmas.  The Charlie Pendell estate left  500+ 

foxes.  HCRTA bought 125 of them to use for gifts. 
 

The endorsement of candidates was discussed. 

Questionnaires were sent to all candidates running for 

office this year. Endorsements were made based on 

answers to the questions by those who returned them. 

Governor Rauner and many Republicans did not return 

the questionnaires. J.B. Pritzker did return his 

questionnaire.  Choice is up to you.  Remember to 

vote. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATIONCONTACT INFORMATIONCONTACT INFORMATIONCONTACT INFORMATION        
Please update your contact information (phone, 

email and/or mailing address, to:  
• HCRTA - Contact Debbie Barker at 

debarker3@hotmail.com, 618-643-3394, or by 
mail (see address on page 1). 

 

• IRTA - (irta@irtaonline.org) 

A Little  Humor!! 
 

The secret of a good sermon is to have a good 
beginning and a good ending and to have the two 
as close together as possible.  – George Burns 

 

We could slow the aging process if it had to work 
its way through Congress.  – Will Rogers 



CHRISTMAS SURPRISES... 
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The "elves" are busy preparing platters for the active teachers. 

The teachers also found "Foxes in their Mailboxes!" 

The finished 

products were 

delivered to 

teachers in all 

the schools 

and to the 

administrative 

office. 

A smile and many thanks from Christina! 

Doris Heaton, HCRTA President, and Christina Epperson, 

Principal, Hamilton County Pre-School 


